[Autoimmune haemolytic anemia: diagnosis strategy and new treatments].
The pattern of autoimmune hemolytic anemia has changed significantly these last 15 years. With regard to the diagnosis strategy, the use of gel filtration technique to perform the direct antiglobulin test (DAT) has decreased the number of autoimmune haemolytic anemias with negative tests results. In recent years, autoimmune haemolytic anemia increased in patients receiving purine nucleoside analogues, blood transfusions, solid organ transplantation or hematopoietic stem cells transplantation. These difficult autoimmune haemolytic anemia cases need to use new kinds of treatments. With regard to the treatment, very little progress was made this latter 50 years. The discovery of the efficacy of anti-CD20 antibody in this disease represents a breakthrough. Nowdays, the second-line treatment includes rituximab or splenectomy. Sometimes, the anti-CD20 treatment could be proposed in first-line but some clinical trials are needed.